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Independent means Independence! 
By Brian Tillotson 
 

Independent means different things to different people.  Relative to my business, independence is often a word many 
of you state is a top priority in your financial goals.  You want the independence to work when and where you want 
versus having to work.  Some of you want to have the independence to live the lifestyle you want.  Others of you want 
the independence to never rely on your children for assistance when we reach the golden years of our late 80’s.  It is 
a common emotion that is the core character of men and women in the United States.  If we don’t have it, we strive for 
it.  If we have it, we don’t want to lose it.  I am no different; however, being independent for me is a bit different. 
 

My firm is an Independent Wealth Management firm.  This is different than the financial advisors at Merrill Lynch, Ed-
ward Jones, Ameriprise, etc.  Independent Wealth Managers, like me, work for the client and not a corporate office.  
My boss is, you, the client.  In times like these I am not worried about my job or who my next boss is going to be; 
therefore, my concentration and efforts are centered on helping you reach your goals in our current turbulent and 
volatile markets.  I have no proprietary investments or inventory; therefore, I will not be called upon from my corporate 
bosses to sell a certain stock, so the company can unload inventory.  I also don’t have a specific family of investments 
that I am encouraged to use for my clients.  I customize each portfolio to best fit my clients. 
 

I bring this up because at this time there is panic on the streets regarding banks and financial firms.  I want to be sure 
that you understand my relationship to VSR Financial Services and First Clearing Corp. and how you are protected. 
 

VSR Financial Services (VSR) is my broker dealer and serves in several roles.  One very important role is that they 
are my compliance arm and there for the client’s protection.  VSR performs audits to ensure that I have the proper 
paperwork, contracts, disclosures, etc and that they are completed accurately.  Suitability is an important word in our 
business, and clients need to be “suitable” for their investments.  Therefore, the documents mentioned above have to 
be correct, which helps us document “suitability” for each client’s personal situation. 
 

First Clearing Corporation is the custodian I use for my clients accounts.  The custodian accounts are there for a rea-
son, and once again that is for your protection.  You accounts are covered by SIPC Insurance; which covers your ac-
counts up to $500,000 per account in case of institutional failure.  SIPC coverage does not however insure against 
market losses.  And, at no time will checks ever be written to Brian Tillotson or Virtus Wealth Management. 
 

As an Independent, I am free, within reason, to choose the broker dealer and custodian for my clients.  Due to the 
integrity, service, and the people at VSR, I cannot envision a scenario at this point that would make me change.  How-
ever, if they did not give me the service I needed to be able to serve you at the excellence level we strive for here at 
Virtus, I would be free to find one that did.  That is because VSR is not my boss; you are the boss for an Independent 
Wealth Manager. 
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On A Personal Note 

¶ Our daughter, Prestyn, is now 14 and a freshman in High School.  I don’t know how she finds the time in each 

day to be a member of the French Club, Student Council, still dance every week, go to her church youth group 

and maintain wonderful grades in advance placement classes.  We could not be more proud of her! 

¶ Karen and her husband Tip went on their first mission trip to the Dominican Republic in August where they helped 

build a school for the children in the area.  They thoroughly enjoyed the hospitality of the Dominican people.  It 

was a very rewarding, eye-opening, and enlightening experience for both of them. 

¶ Tiffanie and her oldest son Austen would like to introduce you to the newest member of their family… Braden.  

He was born August 26, 2008 at 10:10pm weighing 7lbs 3ozs and 19.75” long.  All is healthy! 

¶ Heidi and her husband Drew are enjoying watching Matthew play Football, and the beautiful Autumn weather 

were having.  We have plans to go camping with Cub Scouts and look forward the roasting marshmallows on an 

open fire! 

Back by Popular Demand 

By Amy Tillotson 
 

You asked for it and we listened!  Our annual Holiday Client Appreciation Party was such a success last year that we 
have decided to go country again.  To see just how much fun we had be sure to check out our website vir-
tuswealth.com and look at the photos.  Under the Company tab click on event pictures and scroll down to the Holiday 
Party. 
 

Mark you calendars for Tuesday, December 9, 2008 at 6:30 p.m. for our annual Holiday Client Appreciation party.  

Shine your cowboy boots, dust off your hat and get ready to cut the rug.  We will have J.D. Monson and Cactus Wine 

provide music for us and of course we will have a wonderful dinner for you to enjoy.  We look forward to sharing this 

special event with all of our clients.  

Marketing Matters 

This Month In History - October 

1st Walt Disney World Opened in Orlando, FL (1971) 
 

15th “I Love Lucy” premiered on television. (1951) 
 

29th The New York Stock Exchange crashed on what 

came to be known as “Black Tuesday”, starting 

the Great Depression. (1929) 

This Month In History - November 

10th Direct dial telephone service is first available 

coast to coast. (1951) 
 

12th The space shuttle Columbia was launched for the 

2nd time.  This is the first time a space vehicle 

was used more than once. (1981) 
 

28th The “Grand Ole Opry” debuts on radio. (1925) 

This Month In History - December 

13th The clip-on tie is created. (1928) 
 

19th Charles Dickens publishes “A Christmas Carol”. 

(1843) 

21st “Snow White” premiered in theaters. (1937) 
 

24th Franz Joseph Gruber composed “Silent Night”. 

(1818) 



Sweet & Spicy Pumpkin Seeds  

1 cup pumpkin seeds from 1 medium pumpkin (5 to 7lbs.)  

5 tablespoons sugar   1/4 teaspoon coarse salt  

1/4 teaspoon ground cumin   1/4 teaspoon ground cinnamon  

1/4 teaspoon ground ginger   Pinch cayenne pepper, or to taste  

1-1/2 tablespoons peanut oil  

 

Heat oven to 250°.  Line a baking sheet with parchment paper.  Cut 

pumpkin open from the bottom, removing seeds with a long -handled 

spoon.  Separate flesh from seeds and discard.  Spread seeds on parch-

ment in an even layer.  Bake until dry, stirring occasionally, about 1 

hour.  Let cool.  
 

In a medium bowl combine 3 tablespoons sugar, salt, cumin, cinnamon, 

ginger, and cayenne.  Heat peanut oil in a large nonstick skillet over high 

heat.  Add pumpkin seeds and 2 tablespoons sugar.  Cook until sugar 

melts and the pumpkin seeds begin to caramelize, about 45 to 60 sec-

onds.  Transfer to bowl with spices and stir well to coat.  Let cool. The-

ses may be stored in an airtight container for up to 1 week.  Yields 1 

cup. 

Rolled Ginger Cookies 

1 cup shortening  1 cup sugar 
1 egg 1 cup molasses 
2 tablespoon vinegar  5 cups flour  
1-1/2 teaspoon soda  1/2 teaspoon salt  
3 teaspoon ginger  1 teaspoon cinnamon 

1 teaspoon ground cloves 
 

Cream shortening and sugar, beat in egg, molas-
ses, vinegar.  Sift together dry ingredients and 
blend in.  Chill 3 hours.  Roll dough 1/8 inch thick 
on floured surface.  Cut into shapes.  Place 1 
inch apart on greased cookie sheet.  Bake at 
375° for 5 to 6 minutes.  Cool slightly; remove 
to rack.  Yield 5 dozen  
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Pumpkin Pudding Cake 
12 oz. evaporated milk  2-15 oz. can of real pumpkin  1-1/2 cups sugar  1 teaspoon salt  1/2 teaspoon ground cloves  2 teaspoon cinnamon 1 teaspoon ginger 3 eggs 

 

Beat all together and pour in a 9X13 buttered pan.  Thené

 

 

1 yellow cake mix  1 stick butter (soft) softened  
 

Crumble together and sprinkle on top.  
Bake @325 for 1 -1/2 hours.  
 

Top with Cool Whip!  

Caramel Popcorn Balls 

2 quarts popped popcorn       Yield 10 popcorn balls  
3 cups crisp rice cereal  
42 caramels  
3 tablespoons water  
1 cup salted peanuts  
1/8 teaspoon salt  
 

Combine popcorn and cereal in a large bowl; set aside.  
In a heavy saucepan over low heat or in a microwave -
safe dish, heat caramels and water until the caramels 
are melted.  Stir in peanuts and salt; mix well.  Pour 
over popcorn mixture and toss to coat.  With but-
tered hands, shape into 3 -in balls.  Reshape if neces-
sary when partially cooled.  

Peanut Brittle  

1 cup sugar 1/2 cup light corn syrup  
1/8 teaspoon salt  1 cup dry-roasted raw peanuts  
2 tablespoons butter  1 teaspoon baking soda 
2 teaspoons vanilla  
 

Combine sugar, corn syrup, and salt in a large glass bowl.  Micro-
wave on HIGH 5 minutes, add peanuts, and microwave 2 more 
minutes.  Stir in remaining ingredients.  
Pour into a buttered 15 x 10 jelly roll pan; shake pan to spread 
thinly.  Cool until firm, and break into pieces.  Store in an air-
tight container.  Yields 1 pound.  

Fireside Mocha Mix  

2 cups of non -dairy coffee creamer  
1-1/2 cups hot cocoa mix  
1-1/2 cups instant coffee granules  
1-1/2 cups sugar  
1 teaspoon ground cinnamon 
1/2 teaspoon ground nutmeg  
 

Combine all ingredients, mixing well.  Store mix-
ture in an airtight container.  Yields 6 -1/2 cups.  

Compliments of the  

Virtus Wealth Management Team  

We at Virtus Wealth Management thank you for your patronage.  Without you we would not exist.  It has been very 
satisfying over the years to watch as you reach your financial goals and knowing that we had some small part. 

Tasty Holiday Treats  



BULLS and BEARS 

October 2008 Newsletter 

Virtus Wealth Management  

2435 East Southlake Blvd.  

Suite 120 

Southlake, TX 76092 

Securities Advisory Services offered through VSR Financial Services, Inc., a Registered Investment Adviser 
and Member of FINRA & SIPC.  Virtus Wealth Management is Independent of VSR. 

L.E.A.R.N. - Ladiesô Economic Awareness Resource Network 

By Karen E. Spence 
 

We had excellent attendance at our first L.E.A.R.N. event and received wonderful, informative feedback for our future 
events.  I hope everyone who was able to attend enjoyed the lunch, meeting new people, and the information.  I know 
I really enjoyed reading everyone’s ideas. 
 

Based on the feedback received, we are going to go forward with L.E.A.R.N. by alternating between weekday lunches 
and weekday dinners at Timarron Country Club every other month starting in January. 
 

We are going to focus on the following finance topics first: 

¶ How Alternative Assets Can Help 

¶ Annuities 

¶ Getting off the Stock Market Roller Coaster. 
 

We are going to pair those up with the high interest entertainment topics which include interior decorating, bargain 
hunting, nutrition, photography, travel, and fashion. 
 

I’m working on planning out our curriculum so that the finance topics build on each other, and I will send out a “save 

the date” note in November for our January event. 
 

This is going to be so much fun!  I can’t wait to get started! 

Karenôs Korner 


